
Scanner How-To
Covers MX Linux 21, 23 and 25.

Scanners are supported on MX Linux by SANE (Scanner 
Access Now Easy), which provides a standardized access 
to any scanner hardware: flatbed scanner, hand-held 
scanner, video- and still-cameras, frame-grabbers, etc.

The default Xfce app Document Scanner (at right) aka 
Simple Scan. Is easy to use and exports to PDF.

Basic steps - a USB cable may be needed for the 1st time setup.

• Run your scans from the app on MX Linux.

• Scanner powered ON.

• Connect either a USB/Ethernet cable or configure printer to your WiFi network.

Scanner applications – KDE 21/23 users should install one of these

Gscan2pdf - https://gscan2pdf.sourceforge.net/ Produces PDFs or DjVus from scans. Tips.

NAPS2 - aka Not Another PDF Scanner is an easy download, free and open source. Download 
and install with MX Linux app Deb Installer. Supports SANE and eSCL (AirScan) drivers.

Skanpage - https://github.com/KDE/skanpage KDE 25 only. Click  for settings.

Xsane - https://wiki.ubuntuusers.de/XSane/ a very comprehensive and powerful scanning app.

Flatpaks – typically pulls in 2-3 Gb of runtime files plus application.

Epson Scan 2 – version 6.7.82.0 https://download.ebz.epson.net/dsc/search/01/search/

Simple Scan – version 50.0 vs Debian repo version 46.

Troubleshooting

Some scanner apps use AirScan to locate scanners. WS-Discovery aka WSD for device location 
was enabled by default in HP printers since 2008. Brother and many others have also adopted it.

Make sure your scanner is listed as supported by SANE on this list. For some scanners the SANE 
library support packages sane-airscan, libinsane1 and ipp-usb may need to be installed. Some 
may say AirPrint instead of AirScan

Some Multi-Function Printers aka All-In-One have a scanner inbuilt that may require a 3rd party 
aka proprietary driver to be installed. Older Brother and Canon tips.

Firewalls
Verify the MX Linux firewall is or is not blocking your scanner temporarily turn it off. SANE 
uses ports 6566 & 54921 over UDP. The UFW has a pre-configured rule ‘SANE Scanner’ for an 
unblock rule setup (Xfce and Fluxbox). KDE use advanced rule or install GUFW.

https://github.com/alexpevzner/sane-airscan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/WS-Discovery
https://mxlinux.org/wiki/applications/gscan2pdf/
https://download.ebz.epson.net/dsc/search/01/search/
https://github.com/alexpevzner/sane-airscan
https://apps.gnome.org/SimpleScan/
https://mxlinux.org/wiki/hardware/scanners/
http://www.sane-project.org/sane-mfgs.html
https://wiki.ubuntuusers.de/XSane/
https://github.com/KDE/skanpage
https://wiki.debian.org/eSCL
https://www.naps2.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/DjVu
https://gscan2pdf.sourceforge.net/


HPLIP locates printers on the network uses Avahi mDNS for Service Discovery. Avahi listens for 
port number 5353 UDP. To allow printer discovery, it may be required that this port not be 
blocked by your Firewall, aka UFW. Use the 'Preconfigured' rule for 'Bonjour'.

For more, see the MX User Manual section 4.5.1.

HP Printing
This package, aka HPLIP underpinnings are preinstalled on MX Linux. This software allows you 
to add HP plugins of proprietary code to gain extend functions. Not all printers require one.

Install the optional 'hplip-gui & hplip-doc'
Found in the MX Program Installer, Enabled Repos tab. Reboot the PC. After installing the 
hplip-doc use your File Manager to view it: file:///usr/share/doc/hplip-doc/index.html

Some scanners only support a different scanner Front end (system interface to the scanner): you 
can install gscan2pdf, click Edit > Preferences, and use the pull-down menu to select the 
libimage-sane-perl Frontend.

Links

• Canon – older drivers https://asia.canon/en/support

• Epson – Download Center https://download-center.epson.com/

• SANE - Scanner Access Now Easy http://www.sane-project.org/

• Scanner Database detailed information regarding scanners, their drivers & Libinsane 
support of those.

Please direct ALL support requests to the MX Linux Forum  --  https://forum.mxlinux.org  

Adapted from MX 23 User Manual in September 2025 Last updated: June11, 2026

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Multicast_DNS
https://forum.mxlinux.org/
https://gitlab.gnome.org/World/OpenPaperwork/libinsane
https://www.openpaper.work/scannerdb/
http://www.sane-project.org/
https://download-center.epson.com/
https://asia.canon/en/support
https://gscan2pdf.sourceforge.net/
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